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'Ihesu-ensahgoflasVegashashued-

Pete’s Dueling Piano Bar out of Texas.

“It’s adreamferus, 'says owner Corey

Urbach, who is busy putting the ﬁna]'
touches on the nightclub that will open
Friday at Town Square. “Some people said
we were crazy to open in this economy,

but I think the bownneedssomethmgh]ne.

this”

The wild scene at Pete’s features a tag-
team performance by four world-class pia-
nists who occasionally bring the bartend-
ers and waitresses into the act. The pianists
rotate from about 7 p.m. until 3 a.m. Tues-
days through Saturdays. :

There are four Pete’s in Texas — Addison
(near Dallas), Fort Worth, Houston and Aus-
tin, where it all began in 1992. Vegas is the
firstnon-Texas location.

“We chose Vegas because 2 million peo-
ple live here,” Urbach says. “We came here

for the locals. We came here because we saw *

there isn’t a real rock 'n’ roll piano bar like

]
i

ebut of Pete s Dueling Piandd

this one here. There are dueling-piano bars
here, but nothing with the swagger that we

- have — we just have our own style of doing it.

Wearealot morerockn’roll.”
Urbach doesn’t elaim credit for coming
up with the idea for dueling pianos — the

concept began in Dallas in 1990 and quickly

spl:ead across the country but he capital-
izedonit.

“1 saw the way the other guys were doing
it and I thought it was very schmaltzy,” he
says. “It wasn't about the audience or their
experience.”

The high-energy shows at Pete’s rely on
audience parnmpahon — from requests to

singalongs to over-the-top partying
Urbach is bri three pianists from
his Texas clubs — Christine Cochrane, Joel

‘Henryand Dean Edwards.

The fourth, Matt Newbold, is from Las
Vegas.

Newbold, an Ohio nat:,ve wlw mmred to
Nashville to pursue his music career, toured
with country artist Amy-Jayne McCabe,
performed on cruise ships and traveled the
nation playing in piano bars. He lan

in
Vegas four years ago and has played at Hoot- &

ers, New York-New York, Hamh s,PanaLas
Vegasand Planet Ho i

When he heard P&te's it be expand-
ingits franchise to Vegashe dﬁn‘twapleany
time.

“I said, ‘OK, that'swhat I’m daing,"‘New—
bold says. “I droppedeverythin qndmked
on getting the gig. Pete’s has the best
tion of any dueling-piano bar in the ec
It’s the best place townrkforandthehgrﬂest
togetin.”

JerryFink canbe reached at 259-4058

" or atjerry@lasvegassun.com. %

KIRVIN

COMMUNICATIONS



